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Opening Doors Celebrates 20 Years of Serving the Homeless 

 

DUBUQUE (September 1, 2020) – Opening Doors is celebrating a very special time in our history.  September 25 marks 

our 20th anniversary of empowering women and children experiencing homelessness in our community. 

Our story began with a homeless woman on a park bench in need of shelter.  Since that time, we have served over 

3,800 women and children through our three doorways of hope. Our programs at Teresa Shelter, Maria House and our 

permanent supportive housing program at Francis Apartments provide a continuum of life skills programs customized for 

each woman based on where they are in their journey to self-sufficiency. 

“We are so proud to celebrate 20 years of giving a hand up in the world to the amazing women we serve,” said 

Executive Director Carol Gebhart.  “Our mission is truly love in action.  We are truly grateful for all of the support that 

we’ve received from our generous community.” 

The 20th Anniversary GiveFest is a special campaign designed to celebrate the past 20 years and to give wings to 

our future.  Our special online celebration will take place on September 23 and 24. Stay tuned! 

Opening Doors is a nonprofit organization 

who helps women and children who are 

experiencing homelessness.  We provide goal 

setting and life skills training that enable them to 

achieve their full potential.  We offer a hand up in 

the world, not a handout. Since 2000, Opening 

Doors has served thousands women and children 

through a continuum of services. Teresa Shelter offers emergency and extended stay programs. Maria House offers 

transitional housing for up to two years. Francis Apartments offers an opportunity for income-based affordable housing 

with support services; a combination that has proven to be effective at ending the cycle of homelessness. Opening Doors 

offers much more than a place to sleep.  We provide the opportunity for women to claim their own power and become 

self-sufficient.   
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