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Opening Doors Announces Business & Individual Volunteer of the Year 
 

DUBUQUE (April 10, 2020) – Opening Doors staff unanimously chose Dupaco Community Credit Union as our 2019 

Business of the Year, along with Karen Weiland as our Volunteer of the Year.  Plans for our annual volunteer celebration 

were cancelled due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

“Dupaco generously supports us with volunteers, 

committee and board members, and financial support of our 

programs and events,” said Executive Director Carol Gebhart. She 

added, “We are so grateful for this partnership; especially the support 

of "Getting Ahead" which empowers the women we serve.”  “Our 

valued partnership with Opening Doors allows us to help even more 

members in our community gain access to financial education and 

support,” said Dupaco President and CEO Joe Hearn. “By building their savings and preparing to live on their own, 

participants are empowered to break the cycle of poverty and help build an even stronger community.”  

Karen Weiland has volunteered for Opening Doors for over 15 years.  She said, “I always tell others that I 

consider it a blessing to be able to communicate with the women and children that I have met at Teresa Shelter and to 

watch the progress that is made.”  She added, “The shelter is like a home rather than a building.” 

Opening Doors is a nonprofit organization who help women and children who are experiencing homelessness. 

We provide goal setting and life skills training that enable them to achieve their full potential. We offer a hand up in the 

world, not a handout. Since 2000, Opening Doors has served thousands women and children through a continuum of 

services. Teresa Shelter offers emergency and extended stay programs. Maria House offers transitional housing for up to 

two years. Francis Apartments offers an opportunity for income-based affordable housing with support services; a 

combination that has proven to be effective at ending the cycle of homelessness. Opening Doors offers much more than a 

place to sleep. We provide the opportunity for women to claim their own power and become self-sufficient.  

# # # 

“Our valued partnership with Opening 

Doors allows us to help even more 

members in our community gain access 

to financial education and support.  By 

building their savings and preparing to 

live on their own, participants are 

empowered to break the cycle of poverty 

and help build an even stronger 

community.” —Joe Hearn 
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